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Portugal and the marine context 

Portugal is a small coastal country and large maritime nation on the southwest edge of 

Europe with a population of around 11 million. Portugal has three bio-geographical 

regions, which include the Atlantic and Mediterranean on the Portuguese continent and 

Macaronesia for the archipelagos of Madeira and the Azores. It is a country with a 

proud maritime history and a close cultural and economic connection to the sea. 

  Statistics for Portugal’s coast  

Statistics  Measure  

Land territory 91,763 km2 

Length of coastline 2,830 km  

Population within 100km of the coast  93%  

Territorial sea (up to 12nm) 50,960 km2  

Exclusive economic zone (within 12-200nm) 1,656,181 km2 

Claimed extended continental shelf (beyond 200nm) ± 2,100,000 km2 
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Gulbenkian Oceans Initiative 

Research 

Peniche Nazaré
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Public Understanding 

Policy Action 

http://www.wwf.pt/
http://www.wwf.pt/
http://www.spea.pt/pt/
http://www.spea.pt/pt/
http://www.adepe.pt/
http://www.regiaodeaveiro.pt/PageGen.aspx?WMCM_PaginaId=29289&projectoId=10
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Summary of the scoping workshops…

‘Valuing the Ocean’ aims to enhance the ability of environmental organisations to 

communicate the role of the ocean in human wellbeing, in particular by facilitating 

collaboration between the fields of natural science and economics. The Calouste 

Gulbenkian Foundation’s UK Branch has decided to take a laboratory approach with 

Marine CoLABoration to foster engagement and a shared, co-created vision.  

First workshop 
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Second workshop 

 Systems Change experiment

 Charm Offensive

 Valuing what matters

 Gone Fishing (in the Thames)

 Game On!

Third workshop 

Systems Change Changing Perceptions Public Engagement

Plastic Pollution

Transparency of Marine Industries
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Fourth workshop 

Reflections from the group 
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And looking to the future… 

 

 


